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NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of NORTH DEVON COUNCIL held at Virtual - Online meeting 
on Wednesday, 13th January, 2021 at 6.30 pm 
 
PRESENT: Members: 

 
 Councillor Biederman (Chair) 

 
 Councillors Barker, Bulled, Bushell, Campbell, Crabb, Davis, Davies, 

Fowler, Gubb, Henderson, Hunt, Jenkins, Lane, Leaver, Lovering, 
Lofthouse, Ley, Luggar, Mack, Mackie, Orange, Patrinos, Pearson, 
Phillips, Prowse, Roome, Saxby, D. Spear, L. Spear, Topham, 
Tucker, Turton, Walker, Wilkinson, Worden, Yabsley and York 
 

 Officers: 
 

 Chief Executive, Head of Resources and Senior Solicitor/Monitoring 
Officer 
 

 

177.   VIRTUAL MEETINGS PROCEDURE - BRIEFING AND ETIQUETTE 
 

The Chair outlined the virtual meeting procedure and etiquette to Council and 
attendees. 
  
The Senior Corporate and Community Services Officer confirmed the names of 
those Councillors and officers present and advised that members of the public were 
also in attendance. 
 

178.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Cann and Knight. 
 

179.   TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING HELD ON 25 NOVEMBER 2020 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 25 November 2020 (circulated 
previously) be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 

180.   CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

There were no Chair’s announcements. 
 

181.   BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY OR WITH THE CONSENT 
OF THE CHAIR 
 

There were no items of business brought forward by or with the consent of the Chair. 
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182.   TO CONSIDER MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN 
SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 4, 
COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES, PARAGRAPH 11 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION 
 

(a) To consider the following notice of motion received by Councillor Pearson 
 
Councillor Pearson presented her notice of motion to Council. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Pearson and seconded by Councillor Patrinos “that 
Council: 
1. Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill; 
2. Inform the local media of this decision; 
3. Write to local MPs, asking them to support the Bill; and 
4. Write to the CEE Bill Alliance, the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, 
expressing its support (campaign@ceebill.uk).” 
 
Councillor Bulled declared a personal interest as a member of the Climate Action 
Team. 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
 
1. Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill; 
2. Inform the local media of this decision; 
3. Write to local MPs, asking them to support the Bill; and 
4. Write to the CEE Bill Alliance, the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, 
expressing its support (campaign@ceebill.uk). 
 
(b) To consider the following notice of motion received by Councillor Mack: 
 
Councillor Mack presented his notice of motion to Council. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Mack and seconded by Councillor Worden “that the 
notice of motion be referred to the Strategy and Resources Committee for 
consideration at its next meeting”. 
 
Councillor Lofthouse declared a personal interest as a member of Plastic Free North 
Devon. 
 
RESOLVED that the notice of motion be referred to the Strategy and Resources 
Committee for consideration at its next meeting. 
 
(c) To consider the following notice of motion received by Councillor Worden 
 
Councillor Worden presented his notice of motion to Council. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Worden and seconded by Councillor Lofthouse  
“that this Council:  

http://www.ceebill.uk/
mailto:campaign@ceebill.uk)
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1.    Write to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 
urging that the temporary change to the meeting rules set out in the Local 
Government Act 1972 be made permanent so that after May we have the flexibility to 
hold meetings remotely or physically or by using a combination of the two; 
2.    Write to our M.P., the County Council and Parish Councils asking for support for 
this flexible approach to council meetings; 
3.    Once our request is successful to explore the use of technology to develop 
remote meetings even more in order to attract a wider audience.”  
 
RESOLVED that this Council:  
  
1.    Write to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 
urging that the temporary change to the meeting rules set out in the Local 
Government Act 1972 be made permanent so that after May we have the flexibility to 
hold meetings remotely or physically or by using a combination of the two; 
2.    Write to our M.P., the County Council and Parish Councils asking for support for 
this flexible approach to council meetings; 
3.    Once our request is successful to explore the use of technology to develop 
remote meetings even more in order to attract a wider audience.  
 
(d) To consider the following notice of motion received by Councillor Leaver 
 
Councillor Leaver presented her notice of motion to Council. 
 
Councillor Worden suggested that the notice of motion be referred to the Strategy 
and Resources Committee at its next meeting so that the issue was discussed 
alongside the Council’s proposed litter strategy. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Leaver and seconded by Councillor Biederman “that the 
notice of motion be referred to the Strategy and Resources Committee for 
consideration”. 
 
RESOLVED that the notice of motion be referred to the Strategy and Resources 
Committee for consideration. 
 

183.   REPLIES TO ANY QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY THE PUBLIC 
AND/OR TO RECEIVE PETITIONS UNDER PART 4, COUNCIL 
PROCEDURES RULES, PARAGRAPHS 8 AND 9 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION 
 

There were no questions submitted by the public and/or petitions under Part 4, 
Council Procedure Rules, Paragraphs 8 and 9 of the Constitution. 
 

184.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

The following declarations of interest was announced: 
 



 
Council - 13 January 2021 

 
 

 
4 

 

Councillor Lofthouse – personal interest in item 17 (d) (ii) (a) as a Member of 
Tawstock Parish Council. 
 

185.   CHAIR'S REPLIES TO ANY QUESTIONS TO COUNCIL BY 
MEMBERS SUBMITTED UNDER PART 4, COUNCIL 
PROCEDURES RULES, PARAGRAPH 10 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION 
 

(a) To consider the following question from Councillor Henderson  
 
“Can we urge this administration to use their time in power productively for the 
benefit of all the people of North Devon. 
 
The recent announcement of £6.5m for Barnstaple is of course welcomed, but other 
key North Devon towns such as Ilfracombe and South Molton must be included on 
the radar for a slice of the recently announced £20m made available by the 
Chancellors Levelling Up fund for 'local areas' to help their struggling economies. 
 
Can the current administration please detail any specific plans for towns other than 
Barnstaple which they have in the pipeline. If none at present, will the current 
administration commit to working with the Town Councils of other North Devon towns 
alongside our MP to - in the words of the Chancellor, 'improve “the infrastructure of 
everyday life” (which can include projects such as funding for a new bypass, 
upgraded railway station, roadworks to cut traffic, more libraries, museums and 
galleries, or town centre improvements.)” 
 
Councillor Worden’s response: “Firstly, I would agree that the funding from the 
Future High Streets Fund is very welcome and I am very appreciative of the work 
that officers and Councillors within this administration and the last have put into 
achieving this and for the assistance from the current and past MP in lobbying on 
behalf of the area.   The levelling up fund that has been announced by government 
amounting to £200million is also very welcomed.  We are waiting to see further 
details but in the meantime, I agree that it is very important for the District to ready 
itself to take advantage of that funding or any other funding opportunities that 
present themselves.   The Council will be refreshing the work that was started 
through the Futures group with the aim of creating an overall Vision for the area that 
the council and all partner bodies can align to.  This will give an overall framework for 
projects and programmes to fit within.  In the meantime, because it is accepted that 
we need to move at pace, officers will be working with all relevant bodies and 
organisations to bring forward projects that we think will fit within the overall Vision or 
strategic priorities.  At present, these will be linked to the Council’s Strategic Plan 
and delivery plan adopted by Council and could be included within the individual 
service plans that have recently been approved by Policy Development Committee.  
Specific projects that are being progressed by the Council outside of Barnstaple 
include the Watersports Centre in Ilfracombe for which almost £3million of external 
funding has been obtained for investment into Ilfracombe.  It should be noted though 
that significant projects and investment such as these will undoubtedly benefit other 
parts of the District and should be seen as North Devon benefitting not the individual 
location.  The Council has also provided much support to the North Devon Link Road 
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improvement proposals to enable better road access within the area, as well as for 
traffic coming into the district.  Officers and members are working with Ilfracombe 
Town Council and other partners to develop a plan for the town, building on work 
around the harbour and seafront and to look at a variety of issues including highways 
to the town centre, housing and employment and skills.  Barnstaple is the regional 
centre for our area and so naturally some projects will be concentrated here.  The 
status of Barnstaple is likely to have played a key role in the, hopefully, successful 
Future High Streets Fund bid.  Other very good examples include the Leisure 
Centre, which will serve the whole District not just Barnstaple, and the development 
of the Enterprise Centre at Roundswell which will have a subregional role in 
supporting new and growing businesses.  Work is also being commenced to see 
what specific projects can be brought forward to assist with the recovery of the area, 
especially in areas highlighted as being of particular concern.  The council is also 
working with other agencies such as the Biosphere to bring forward projects that 
align with our own environmental corporate priorities.  It is recognised that with 
limited resources and dealing with the response to C19 it is only through partnership 
that we will achieve the best outcomes for our communities.  This is not a one off 
piece of work but has to be an ongoing theme within the council and I hope that 
further reports will be coming to Members in the coming months. I will ask officers to 
consider holding a workshop or briefing with all Members so that these issues can be 
discussed outside of the formal arena of a Full Council meeting”.   
 

186.   REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
 

Council noted a report by the Leader of the Council (circulated previously) regarding 
work that had been undertaken since the last Council meeting. 
 

187.   QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS 
 

No questions to the Leader or the Chair of a Committee had been submitted under 
Part 4, Council Procedure Rules, paragraph 10.4 of the Constitution. 
 

188.   DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL/NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 
RESPONSE TO THE CLIMATE DECLARATION 
 

The Chair referred to an email that had been circulated to all Members on behalf of 
the Lead Member for Climate Change who had advised that she was waiting for an 
update regarding the process for the Council creating a response to the Interim 
Devon Carbon Plan.  The consultation was open until 15 February 2021 and was 
available on Devon County Council’s website 
Https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/Devon-carbon-plan/ 
  
 

189.   COUNCIL TAX REDUCTION SCHEME 2021/22 
 

Council considered the Council Tax Reduction Scheme 2021/22 to the Strategy and 
Resources Committee on 4 January 2021 and minute extract of the Strategy and 
Resources Committee held on 4 January 2021 (circulated previously). 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay/consultations/Devon-carbon-plan/
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The Head of Resources outlined the report to Council and responded to questions 
raised. He advised that a link to pages on the Council’s website regarding Council 
Tax support and financial assistance would be sent to all Members. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Walker and seconded by Councillor Biederman “that 
minute 240 regarding the Council Tax Reduction Scheme 2021/22 of the meeting of 
the Strategy and Resources Committee held on 4 January 2021 be adopted”. 
 
RESOLVED that minute 240 regarding the Council Tax Reduction Scheme 2021/22 
of the meeting of the Strategy and Resources Committee held on 4 January 2021 be 
adopted. 
 

190.   COUNCIL TAX BASE 2021/22 
 

Council considered a report by the Head of Resources regarding the Council Tax 
Base for 2021/22 (circulated previously). 
 
The Head of Resources outlined the report to Council and responded to questions 
raised.  
 
It was moved by Councillor Biederman and seconded by Councillor Worden that the 
recommendations in the report be adopted. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That the report for the calculation of the Council Tax Base for 2021/22 by the 
Head of Resources be approved; 
 
(b) That pursuant to the report and in accordance with the Local Authorities 
(Calculation of Council Tax Base) (England) Regulations 2012, the amount 
calculated by North Devon District Council as its schedule for 2021/22 shall be as 
shown on the attached schedule. 
 

191.   PROPOSED COMMITTEE TIMETABLE FOR 2021/2022 
 

Council considered a report by the Senior Corporate and Community Services 
Officer regarding the proposed committee timetable for 2021/22 (circulated 
previously). 
 
The Senior Corporate and Community Services Officer outlined the report to Council 
and responded to questions raised. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Roome and seconded by Councillor Hunt that the 
recommendations in the report be adopted. 
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RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That the timetable of Council and Committee meetings for 2021/2022 as detailed 
in Appendix A of the report be adopted; 
 
(b) That all meetings of Council, Committee and Sub-Committees continue to be 
held virtually in line with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2020 and reviewed at such time as the Covid-19 
crisis is at a level where social distancing is no longer required. 
 

192.   MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 

 (a)   Building Control Joint Committee  

  RESOLVED that the following minutes of the Building Control 
Joint Committee (circulated previously) be noted and adopted 
as follows:     
 
(i) 12 November 2020 

 (b)   Harbour Board  

  RESOLVED that the following minutes of the Harbour Board 
(circulated previously) be noted and adopted as follows:     
 
(i) 17 November 2020 

 (c)   Planning Committee  

  RESOLVED that the following minutes of the Planning 
Committee (circulated previously) be noted and adopted as 
follows:     
 
(i) 11 November 2020 
(ii) 9 December 2020 
 
In response to a question, the Chief Executive advised that 
minutes of the Planning Committee were to note and the 
accuracy of the minutes would be considered at the next 
meeting of the Committee. 

 (d)   Strategy and Resources Committee  

  RESOLVED that the following minutes of the Strategy and 
Resources Committee (circulated previously) be noted and 
adopted as follows:     
 
(i) 7 December 2020  
 
(A) Minute 229: Approval and Release of Section 106 Public 
Open Space Funds, Tawstock  
(B) Minute 232: Interim Devon Climate Change Plan and North 
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Devon Council Environmental Policy  
  
(ii) 4 January 2021 (circulated separately)  

 
Chair 
The meeting ended at 8.29 pm 
 
NOTE: These minutes will be confirmed as a correct record at the next meeting of 
Council. 
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